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arterial wall during and between the pulse-
beats.

Normal Pulse Curve.

Spica (a Virgtnis), in astronomy, a helium
star of 1.2 magnitude, representing the ear of
wheat held by the zodiacal Virgin.

Spices, vegetable products with a definite
and pronounced taste used for adding flavors
to simpler foods, usually to articles of food
which contain sugar. They are distinguished
from condiments, which are commonly used
with meat or meat substitutes, or with other
substances containing salt. Among the chief
spices are cassia, cloves, ginger, mace, nut-
megs, cinnamon, pepper, pimento, caraway,
and coriander.

Spider. The spiders constitute the special-
ized order Araneida of the class Arachnida.
The specialization, as compared with the
scorpion, is shown in the absence of apparent
segmentation, and in the shortening of the
body, which consists of an anterior cephalo-
thorax, separated by a constriction from the
large, rounded abdomen. The appendages of
the cephalothorax consist of two small cheli-
cerae close to the mouth, which here con-
tain the poison gland used in obtaining prey;
the pedipalps, or second pair of appendanges;
and four pairs of walking legs. The other
structural peculiarities include the spinnerets
at the end of the abdomen; these are little
tubercles perforated by a great number of
holes, through which exudes the silk of which
the web is made. The mouth is minute, for
the spider feeds upon animal juices. The
nervous system shows much specialization,
and there are numerous eyes on the head re-
gion. The sexes are separate, the males be-
ing smaller than the females. The prey is
usually entangled in the web or lures, and
killed by the poison glands. Other species use
the silk to make snares or traps. Consult
Comstock's The Spider Book (1912) and
Chamberlain's New North American Spiders
(1925).

Spider-monkey (Ateles), a genus of New
World monkeys, whose members are charac-
terized by the slender body, the very long
prehensile tail, and the elongated, spider-like

limbs. The best-known species is A. paniscus,
sometimes called the coaita, in which the fur
is black, while the naked parts of the face
are reddish. This monkey is readily tamed,
and is a favorite S. American pet.

Spider Monkey.

Spiegeleisen, or Mnrroriron, a pig-iron
containing from about ten per cent, to forty
per cent, of manganese and about five per
cent, of carbon. When broken, it forms
large crystalline plates of very lustrous ap-
pearance, from which it derives its name.

Spigelia, a genus of American herbaceous
plants belonging to the order Loganiaceae.
They bear spikes of yellow, red, or purple
flowers, and a few species are sometimes
grown in gardens. S. Marylandica is the In-
dian pink or pink root, somewhat used as a
vermifuge.

Forms of Spike.
T, Spadix (arum); 2, Catkin
(willow); 3, Spike (plantain);
4, Strobilus (hop).
Spike, an inflorescence in which the
flowers are arranged without stalks along a
simple, undivided axis, as in the plantain.